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1990 AUSTRALIAN SF (DITMAR) AWARDS -
VOTING DETAILS:

A total of 40 valid voting forms were received (and one invalid form).

There was no William Atheling Jr Award for criticism or Review as there were nine nominations
each with one nominee, and one nomination with two nominees, so it was deemed there were insufficient
nominations to appear on the voting form, so no award was made.

Distribution of the voting preferences stops as soon as one becomes the outright winner.

BEST AUSTRALIAN LONG FICTION:

Lake of the Sun Wynne Whiteford 12 12 Winnexr
Ihe Red King Victor Kelleher 5 6
Ihe Sorcerer‘s Sacred Isle
Keith Taylor 3
NO AWARD 4 4
Total 24 22

BEST AUSTRALIAN SACRT FICTION:
"The Quiet Rederption of Andy the Housa"

Texsy Dowling 17 Winner
"Total Devotion Machine™ 9
"If you go down to the Park Today"” 8

Rosaleen Love
"Over the Edge" Petrina Smith -
NO AWARD 3
Total 32

BEST FANZINE:

"Ethel the Aardvaxk”" Alan Stewart 13 15 17 Winner
ASFR The Collective 10 11 16
"Sweetness and Light" Jack Herman 6 8

"Get Stuffed” Jacob Blake 5

Total 34 34 33

[Members of the collective were most peeved to discover they had missed out by one vote AND that
one of their own memtars had "forgotten” to vote. - Ed]
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BEST FANWRITER: =
11 14 sdke

Bruce Glllespxe 8 9
Ian Gunn 7 9 11 12 16
Alan Stewart 6 7 7, 7
Jack Herman 6 6 6
Terry. Frost . 6 6
Yvonne Hintz 4
; TMOE TS = 27 S55) 33 32
BEST FANARTIST: :
Ian Gunn 14 15 22 Winnezx
Kerrie Hanlon 1% &) 12
Phil Wlodarczyk 8 8
Craig Hilton ; 2
~ ‘Total 35 35 34
g v g (Ditmar Award Committee]

in respect to the last award we owe Kerrie Hanlon an apology. I asked "Does anyone know where I
can get hold of anything Kerrie Hanlon did iast year?", when ail the time we actually had a copy of her major
fannish opus for the year; Terry Dowling’s 1988 DUFF Trip Report Prints From a Far Land. The report
features; 19.iliustrations by. Kerry, and even three by Terry himself. (I've found two of them, but can only

~ guess which is the third.) Kerrie also appeared in Eye of the Newt last year (cover date 1988, but appearance
1989).

NEBULA AWARDS

This is a peer award given by the Science Fiction Writers of the America, and as such is considered
very prestigious. The winners for 1989 are:

BEST NOVEL
The Healer's War Elizabeth Anne Scarborough (Doubleday/Foundation)
BEST NOVELLA
"Mountains of Mourning" Lois McMaster Bujold (Analog. Borders of Infinity)
BEST NOVELETTE
" At the Rialto" Connie Willis (Ompi, The Microverse)
BEST SHORT STORY
"Ripples in the Dirac Sea" Geoffrey A Landis (Asimoy's)

Our congratulations to ail.

[Thanks to those who forwarded this over the network to Clive]
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HUGO AWARDS:

These are the awards which the intemational reading public vote for at the World Science Fiction
Convention, this year to be held in Holland in August (Confiction - see convention listing).

The nominees which members of the convention are voting for are:

BEST NOVEL of 1989

Poul Anderson, The Boat of a Million Years (Tor)

Orson Scott Card, Prentice Alvin (Tor)

George Alec Effinger, A Fire in the Sun (Doubleday/Foundation)
Dan Simmons, Hyperion (Doubleday/Foundation,Bantam Spectra)
Sheri S. Tepper, Grass (Doubleday/Foundation)

BEST NOVELLA of 1939

Lois McMaster Bujold, "The Mountains of Mouming" (Analog, Borders of Infinity (Baen))
Megan Lindholm, "A Touch of Lavender" (Asimov's)

Judith Moffett, "Tiny Tango" (Asimov’s)

Lucius Shepard, "The Father of Stones" (Asimov's, The Father of Stones (WSFA Press))
Connie Willis, "Time-Out" (Asimov’s)

BEST NOVELETTE of 1989

Orson Scott Card, "Dogwalker" (Asimov's)

George Alec Effinger, "Everything but Honor" (Asimov's, What Might Hav n, Vol 1 (Bantam Spectra))
Nancy Kress, "The Price of Oranges" (Asimov’'s}

Mike Resnick, "For I have Touched the Sky" (E&SF)

Robert Silverberg, "Enter A soldier. Later: Enter Another” (Asimov's, Time Gate (Baen))

Connie Willis, "At the Rialto” (Omni. The Microverse (Bantam Spectra))

BEST SHORT STORY of 1989

Orson Scott Card, "Lost Boys" (F&SF)

Suzy McKee Chamas, "Boobs” (Asimov’s)

Eileen Gunn, "Computer Friendly” (Asimov’s)

Larry Niven, "The Retum of William Proxmire” (What Might Have Been Vol 1 (Bantam Spectra))
Bruce Sterling, "Dori Bangs" (Asimov'’s)

Michael Swanwick, "The Edge of the World" (Full Spectrum II (Doubleday/Foundation))

BEST NON-FICTION BOCK of 1989

Arthur C Clarke, Astounding Days (Gollancz, Bantam Spectra)

Harlan Ellison, Harlan Ellison’s Waichine (Underwood Miller)

Robert A Heinlein (ed Virginia Heinlein), Grumbles from the Grave (Del Rey)
Ursula K. Le Guin, Dancing at the Edge of the World (Grove)

Alexei & Cory Pznshin, The World Beyond the Hill (Tarcher)

Greg Thokar (ed), Noreascon Three Souvenir Book (MCFI Press)

BEST PROFESSIONAL EDITOR of 1989
Ellen Datlow; Gardner Dozois; Edward L. Ferman; David G. Hartwell; Beth Meacham; Charles C Ryan;
Stanley Schmidt

BEST DRAMATIC PRESENTATION of 1989
THE ABYSS; THE ADVENTURES OF BARON MUNCHAUSEN; BATMAN; FIELD OF DREAMS;
INDIANA JONES AND THE LAST CRUSADE
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BEST SEMIPROZINE OF 1989
"Locus Charles N Brown
‘ w i i iction Kathryn Cramer, et al
Thrust D. Douglas Fratz
Science Fiction Chronicie Andrew Porter
Inierzope David Pringle

BEST FANZINE of 1989

File 770 Mike Glyer

EQSFAX Timothy Lane

Lan's Lantem George "Lan” Laskowski
Pirate Jenny Pat Mueller

The Mad 3 Party Leslie Turek

BEST FAN WRITER of 1989
Mike Glyer; Arthur D. Hlavaty; Dave Langford; Evelyn Lecper; Leslie Turek

BEST FAN ARTIST of 1989
Steve Fox; Teddy Harvia; Merle Insinga; Joe Mayhew; Stu Shiffman; Taral Wayne

BEST PROFESSIONAL ARTIST of 1989
Jim Bums; Thomas Canty; David Cherry; James Gumey; Tom Kidd; Don Maitz; Michael Whelan

There are two non-Hugo awards which are also voted on at the same time:

JOHN W, CAMPBELL AWARD (for best book by a new Author in 1988/1989)
John Cramer; Nancy Collins; Katherine Neville; Kristine Kathryn Rusch; Allen Steele

BEST ORIGINAL ARTWORK of 1989

Cover of QUOZI, (James Gumey)

Cover of The Stress of Her Regard (James Gumey)
Cover of Rimmunners (Don Maitz)

Cover of Hyperion (Gary Ruddell)

Cover of Paradis¢ (Michael Whelan)

Cover of The Renegades of Pem (Michacl Whelan)

You must be a member of the convention to vote, and votes must be postmarked no later than July
13th. Full details are available in PR#5, which has reached Australia.

FAN FUNDS: '

Both DUFF and GUFF have announced Australian winners to go overseas this year. The DUFF
winner will head off to the Worldcon in Holland, and the DUFF winner will be going to this year’s North
American Science Fiction Convention (The NASFIC) to be held in San Diego.

GUFF: Aus O0/S Totals 3
Roman Orszanski 40 () 46 46 59 Winner
Mark Loney &
Michelle Muijsert 36 4 40 40 58
Larry Dunning 27 6 33 34X
Hold Over Funds 2 2X
Write=In (Wilson :
Da Silva) 1 1X
No Preference 1 A 5] 6
Total 107 16 ] 2i3 WD) SEIESIIS
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Roman will take up the reins of administrator on his retum to Australia. His address is P.O. Box 131,
Marden, SA, 5070, Aus. Financial statement and list of Australian voters are yet to be published. They are
due at about the same time as Irwin’s second child.

DUFF: Aus 0/S Total
Greg Turkich 107 25 i32 Winner (>50%)
Roger Weddall 64 41 105
Write-In 5 A 6
Hold Over 5 1 6
No Preference 2 5 7
Total 183 i) 256

Since Greg was an outright winner on first preferences, no distribution took place.

The DUFF voting represents some kind of record, a large percentage of whom (I believe) voted at the
recent Swancon in Perth. As at 27th April Terry Dowling announced there was about $2300 in the Australian
account, and the US administrator, John D. Berry, announced there was around US$1700 in the US account in
February. With so many Australian voters, we will not list them, but the information has been made public.

[ j
Writers On Line:

Telecom, as their contribution to the Intemational Literacy Year have sponsored a project called
"Writers on Line". It was developed by the Division of Curriculum Services at the Queensland Department of
Education, partly to extend the concept of literacy beyond print to the electronic media. The service will be
available to any school in Australia that has a Keylink mailbox.

The idea is to enable children to communicate electronically with their favourite writers through the
Telecom Plus "KeyLink" Messaging System. Messages to and from writers will be posted to a bulletin board,
and the children will be able to look in on all the messages and take pan themselves, asking the writers about
favourite characters and perhaps gaining hints about the process of creative writing, rather as they would with
a-writer-in-residence. The first author chosen (o take part is South Australian Gillian Rubenstein, whose

latest book, Skymaze is a strong contender for this year’s children’s book awards.
[The Weekend Australian, May 19-20, 1990]

And on the subject of asking authors questions, two well known Australian SF authors (amongst
others) were asked "Why do you write?".

Victor Kelleher answered "It's easier for me to explain why 1 started writing. In the mid-seventies,
shortly after emigrating from Africa, I suffered so badly from nostalgia that, in desperation, I took to writing
about the past. My early jottings gradually grew into short stories as I discovered the benefits of assigning
often painful memories to fictional characters: and short stories in tum soon gave way to the larger canvas of
the novel. Why I continued writing, especially about places other than Africa ... that’s a more difficult
question altogether. When pressed, I usually fall back on a number of stock responses: in order to exorcise
demons; as a way of satisfying my need to make, rather than merely to consume; because writing is an
inevitable extension of years of devoted reading; and so on. None of these answers is false; Gut by the same
token, even taken collectively, they fall short of the whole truth."

While Damien Broderick simply replied “Why do I
write? I write because I'm achingly sad and lonely. I write to
be loved and admired.”" [Hmmm?-Ed]

(Australian Book Review (also sponsored by Telecom) April,
3 _ 1990]
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DANSE MACABRE - A Con Report

Danse Macabre happened over Easter, but it seems (o havc been going on a lot longer. Perhaps being
an organising committee member with all the associated meetings, phone calls and conversations makes it
feel that way.

Being day marshal for the Friday meant it became a succession of wandering corridors and the area
around registration to make sure panellists were ready, and knew where they were going. Fortunately this was
fairly easy, except for one problem. George Martin (the Guest of Honour) apparently vanished at about 11:30
to-a chinese banquet lunch and didn't make it back until 2:50 pm, well after the 2:00 pm opening ceremony
commenced, sigh. Thanks to all the panellists who were prompt and organised. The day ended with the team
scrabble, which was interesting, with every team ending up winning at least one set of travel scrabble as a
prize, thanks to Murphett. One of the four tearns managed to get BOTH blanks!

Stelarc, a performance artist, currently at Ballarat TAFE, provided interesting sessions over the
weekend. Featuring slides of his previous exhibitions on an artificial third am and himself suspended from
fishhooks (a few rather green audience members at this point) and thought on the obsolescence of the human
body.

As usual at Natcon's various awards and prizes were handed out. The Ditmars are detailed elsewhere
but some other awards are as follows.

: From an interesting Art Show, Nick Stathopoulos carried off the first prize with an Album Cover
painting, while Craig Hilton ("Rats of the Underworld’ drawing - the cover of Thyme #72) and John Grasso
(sculpture) were commended. When the items were auctioned off, most contested was a book-sitting cutesy
dragon eventually taken off by David Russeli over the bids of Phil Ware & Mandy Herriot. An astronaut lamp
(tit bulb as helmet) also went for a high price.

Dennis Callegari had a great convention, taking out the Short Story Competition sponsored by the
Australian Science Fiction Foundation, with the story "Highway of Crossed Destinies". Stephen Dedman
came second with "Smile I no More". Dennis, also got into the Trivia Quiz with the lowest score, but emerged
victorious over Tim Reddan, Peter Nicholls, and 'Garfield'.

The number of Masquerade entries was disappointing. Apparently some people took too long
preparing their costumes and didn’t get there in time, but some good entries did tum up. MC Angus Caffrey
livened up the affair by challenging Lewis Morley to assemble a plastic space shuttle. Lewis actually
managed it! Anyway, the masquerade awards, as read out at the closing cercmony to the embarrassment of the
calligrapher were: "Most Polished won Ken Haesler”, "Ian Gunn won Best Performance”, and "Cheap Frills
won Gail Adams and Wendy Purcell”. The categories were designated by the judges and were for (in order):
Armoured Klingon, Spirit Authors’ Past, and dresses from the film DANGEROUS LIAISONS.

The various night parties were very ordinary, with at least one a night being kicked out of a room and
gravitating to the registration/Foyer area. Excerpts read from Galactic Girl were highlights from one room
gathering.

Other things which remain in the memory are - Michelle Muijsert being such a successful audience
heckler she was dragooned onto the Pun Panel. The current ANZAPA members group photo, which somehow
managed to include Peter Bumns. Danny Heap dragging around a wooden wheeled Constantinople the Cat.
David McDonnell handing over the gavel to Cathy Kerrigan of Suncon, after scoring a cheap shot about the
lack of committee members in Queensland. The signs and placards waved at the Ditmar ceremony, and used
for badminton with a balloon by two new wave fans. Roger Weddall's artractive glass Ditmar desxgn and the
nice touch of a smaller award for the nominees.

Unfortunately the Space(party)line Motel locked its doors at 10:30
which limited access, but late night videos which included a four masted
schooner in stock storm footage in one LOST IN SPACE cpisode; not to
mention uncut BLACK ADDER episodes shown especially for George
Martin and Paris, kept the fans amused.

Overall a pretty good con, and I look forward to Suncon 91 and
Syncon at Easter '92.

[Alan Stewart - with apologies from the editor for any incorrect deciphering]
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Danse Macabre: Another Caon Report -

Let’s start with one itern of fact: I've been going to cons for over ten years now.

Most cons tend to blur after a while, and after a few cons you stop bothering with the program and
just go along to have a good time with your friends. This con wasn't like that.

Having dutifully scanned the program listing T realised two things. One was the timing of items. There
were small gaps between items to allow peopie time to get from one to another, or duck out to the loo, or what
have you, just like at school. In a rabbit warren like the Diplomat, where one item might be on the top front
corner of the building and the next might be on the bottom back comer, this was sometimes essential. Yet
no-one ever seems to have allowed for this at a con before, and so first one item would start late, then the next
would have to start later, and so-on, so that starting tires would end up suffixed with the ubiquitous "con
time". (e.g. 7:00 pm con time could mean up to 7:30 pm real time). However (still on the subject of timing)
there was no lunch break! For people like us who tend to roll up berween 12:00 and 2:00 pm, this proved very
useful. Usually when "lurch time" arrives therc is nothing else for people to do so they just disappear, and we
arrive to discover nothing goirg on, and no-one 2round, and wonder why we bother. Also having just got up,
and had breakfast, few people really wan to eat again at thut time. After the initial surprise, I found it worked
well. Others also commented on this matter.

The other item which struck me about programming is that not only were there panel items I wished
to attend, but that [ sonietimes had to actually choosc items and, since [ didn't manage to get to a single
Stelarc item, that I soretimes chose unwisely. The worst conflicts were on Sunday which had the business
meeting (at a sensible 1:30 pm, which meant it was very well attended (~70)) against Last Words, a literary
trivia quiz; and later the Auction, against Stelarc, and also against George Tumer. George got rescheduled,
and for us business mesting types an impiomptu Last words was re-run in the foyer around midnight, but I
missed Stelarc.

For those interested by gory business details: Sydney in '92 beat Melboutne in '92, 39 votes to 27.
Swancon announced a profit of ~3900 10 be split equally Letween the three fan funds. Danse Macabre
announced an approximzte membership of 200, anid that they too expected to make a profit. Suncon declined
to report. Of the four amendments (o the constizution only one was passed, and modified at that. Each natcon
will now be awarding up to five "Austraiian SF (Ditmar) Awards", instead of up to five "Australian Science
Fiction Awards". There you have it.

The banquet was also an interesting affair. The hotel staff just couldn’t cope with people 'helping’
themselves to the buffet. They obviousiy feit like slapping our wrists and telling us to behave whenever we
beat them to an item:. Put the real fun came when the piacard carrying chanting new wave invaded for the
ditmar ceremony. (For those who don’t know, the "New Wave' are mostly members of the Melb Science
Fiction Club, most of v-iiom are also under 25. Us people over 30 have by definition become the ‘boring old
farts’, even when we are members of the club.) Terry Dowling made a comment about hoping he’d been voted
on by merit, and not by na:2e oniy, because in Sydney, Rosaleen Love's works were even harder to obtain
than they were in Melbourne. He was later gratified to discover that people had gone to extraordinary lengths
to obtain photocopies of all the nominated works before voting, and that they had still voted for his work.
Bruce Gillespie (self-nominated boring old fart) had two speeches prepared, one for if he beat the new wave,
and one for if thc new wave beat him. Neither event happened. He tied with fan Gunn (new wave) for best fan
wiiter. His speech consisted of relative scores "New Wave 1: Boring old farts 1". (The actual results are
elsewhere). There was aneat and appraciated touch in that smaller awards were presented for all nominated
works. Ian Gunn cansed much laughter when he sauntered up in his bright multi-coloured check suit for his
second Ditmar, carrying a trensparent briefcase /attache case), with the sign "Ditmar on Board” draped over it.

Aphelion launched t¥o new Australian books (flyers enclosed), one for George Turner’s new
collection A Pursuit of Mirecles, 2nd one for a Rynosseros collection by Terry Dowling, simply titled
Bynosseros. Terry proved his apility as a showman by successfully thwarting a concerted effort by the
McMullen urchin to interrupt for the umptecnth time. Terry was the only one to discover that "You're dead
meat, McMullen” muttered through gritted teeth was the magical formula required to have the child removed.

Apart from the non-appsarance of the guest of honour at the opening ceremoriy, which threw a lot of
the strain of opening on the fan guest of honour - Eric Lindsay, the general impression most of the 200 odd
people seemed to carry away with them was a good one. I certainly enjoyed myself.
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THE PAUL MYRON LINEBARGER MEMORIAL TRIVIA
QuIZ

Itis easy to see why the members of the M.S.F.C. are so young. It's all got to do with survival of the
fittest. Aging and creaking bones, such as those of the four Boring Old Farts who made their way to the Saint
David’s Church Hall to challenge the cream of New Wave Fandom in a Trivia Night, aren’t made for those
cold and drafty environs. Oh sure, [ first met Roger Weddall in a cold and drafty Church campsite in the
Adelaide Hills, but then we were still young and impetuous. Now I usually prefer my fanmsh activities
somewhere with central heating.

Our team, "Welease Wodger", consisting of ASMS, Karen Small, Roger and I, soon discovered where
the M.S.F.C. get their heat. Most of the prizes were edible and about 95% sugar; lots of calories or, as New
Wavers would probably insist, kilojoules. As a concession to we oldies, the prizes were wrapped in
handkerchiefs and, as I was suffering from the drcad Danse Macabre sniffilis, I made good use of our first free
hankie.

Alan Stewart had designed the questions and he promised that they'd be easier than the shockers he’d
produced for the Danse Macabre Quiz. (I'm sure that most Danse Macabre attenders took one look at those
and swore off Trivia Competitions for life.) In the long run, he was right but, after the first round, when we
scored three out of ten, I was all for having Alan tarred and feathered. What the hell is RED DWARF
anyway? (A film with a novel tie-in - Ed]

Karen Pendergunn did a great job as Quizmaster. She put up with just enough nonsense from the
assembled wits. The multitude was rather diminished by rain and the sniffilis but there were still ten or so
teams of four. Glenn Tilley’s team obviously went to the Picrs Anthony school of Mathematics, according to
which there are six people in a quartet. Justin Semmell, on the other hand, could attract only Lucy Zinkiewicz
and Bruce Bames to his team. They also had trouble naming themselves; when asked for their name, Justin
replied "We're thinking" and soc WE'RE THINKING they became.

Alan carefully included a few gimmes for each team in the fannish questions. Having Roger on the
team meant that we got the answer to the question "Who was the 1989 FFANZ winner", a question that
certainly has to be considered in the well-kept secret category. Another team had, as two of its members, the
answer to the question "Which M.S.F.C. members were married last year?"

' Just to keep everyone busy during the breaks between rounds, Karen delivered "Who am I?" questions
and Alan had provided a game of BOGGLE. James Allen kept us all well fed with coffee and cupcakes. I was
told that [ was not permitted to call them fairycakes. I still don't have the Melbourne argot down pat. That
might have been why Wendy Ratter greeted me with an amazed "I didn't think you lived in Melbourne.”

For $4-00 a head, it was great value. Not only was there the supper, but the prizes between rounds
were appreciated, except for the convention kit that our team scored. “"What are a tired old bunch of fans
supposed to do with Vaseline and condoms?" I asked. Fortunately, the answer was provided. We gave them to
Andrew Pam, who was heading for the registry office the next day. Following the exhortations of Bruce
Glllesple s Ditmar acceptance speech, I hasten to point out that THE BORING OLD FARTS WON! (We won
the Boggle competition too, but then we did have ASMS on the team.) Congratulations to the New Wavers for
ﬁmviding us with a venue where we could show off. It was a good and well-organised evening and I gather
that HUTTCON made a reasonable amount out of it too.

: [Marc Ortlieb}
|

Thanks for this issue go to (in no particular order):

Mark (many times), Roger, Marc, David, Bruce, Clive, Roy, Alan (many times), Lucy (many times),
Michael, Mandy, John, Sue, Laurie, Eric, Jack, Shane, Ian, Chug, Lyn, Linnette, Irwin, Terry, Kerrie,
Stephen., Sue, and Anne. A special Thank You, to all those people who kept not believing in the deadline,
and so kept coming up with items that just HAD to go in this issue.

ARTWORK this issue: i I)
Front Cover: "The Time has come..." The Wiz © 1989. Back Cover: MORI © 1989 I
"Space: The Darkness Beyond" The Wiz © 1990 (p2). i
Page 5: Sheryl Birkhead © 1990. Page 6: LynC © 1990.
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BOOK REVIEWS:

The Judas Mandala Damien Broderick (Mandarin Aust., 228pp $12.95)

The Black Grail Damien Rroderick (Mandarin Aust., 310pp $13.95)
Striped Holes Damien Broderick (Mandarin Aust., 179pp $12.95)
A Pursuit Of Miracles George Turrner (Apficlion Publications, 209pp $12.95)
Rynosseros Terry Dowling (Aphelion Publications, 228pp $12.95)

The three Brodgerick novels have seen previous publication, although this is the first Australian
publication of Striped Holes, winner of the i.ong Fiction Ditmar on its US publication in 1988.

I had not previously read either The Black Grail or The Judas Mandala, and must admit that I
found both books difficult to begin (I made three atiempts on The Judas Mandala before managaing to
complete it), but with hindsight I feel that both were worth the effort. I have reviewed Striped Holes
previously in these pages and weicome tiiis opportunity to revise my earlier (perhaps rather hasty) judgement
of it.

The Judas Mandala is the story of Maggic Roche, who travels through time from the early 21st
century to the 61st century, where a curious 'utopia’ has developed, but is being undermined by a small group
of humans who desire 2 little more in the way of freedom. This is a 'revised’ edition of the original 1982
publication and never having seen the earlier incarnation I cannot offer any advice on what those revisions
mijght consist of.

The Black Grail is the story of Xaraf Firebridge, who travels from a distant barbaric past to a distant
post-holocaust future, where he is used as a pawn by God-like beings attempting to ensure that history
continues.

Striped Holes is in a lighter vein, opening with a time machine appearing in chat-show host Sopwith
Hammil's apartment. The time rachine "!ooked like a rwo-meter loaf of sliced bread”. Thus begins a tale that
involves a 22nd century revolutionary, God and (of course) a striped hole.

Broderick writes complex, sometimes difficult to read stories (a dictionary at hand is advised) but all
three are enjoyable, challenging reading. And is good to see an Austratian author’s work in print in Australia.
Odd that it is The Black Grail that bears the legend WINNER OF THE DITMAR AWARD and not the
award winning Striped Holes, though.

Aphelion Publications previous foray into publishing SF was the short-lived, but much appreciated
magazine Aphelion. Now the adventurous Peter McNamara has retumed with TWO single author collections.

George Tumer necds no introduction, and a A Pursuit Of Miracles, a collection of his short fiction,
is a welcome reminder that George is a capable writer in this form as well as with the longer novel. All but
one of the stories featured here have been previcusly published, and tie odd one out had been scheduled to
appear in Aphelion, but the magazine folded prior to its appearance. I think the best way of describing this
collection is to quote from the review in the May, 1990 Locus where Faren Miller says this book “...is
challenging, astringent, moving, and exhilarating. What more could you ask from a collection of speculative
fiction?" I agree. Buy it. Read it.

Aphelion’s other collection is Rynosseros, a collection of eight tales by Terry Dowling telling the
story of Tom Tyson, masier of the sandship Rynosseros, in a future Australia which echoes the past, present
and future. Of the eight stories, five have not seen previous publication, although (if memory serves) Terry did
read 'The Robot is Running Away From The Trees' at Syncon 88. (Still the most memorable event of that con
for me.) Tom inhabits a bizarre world, a mix of high-tech and strange tribal traditions, where the Australian
interior is controlled by muitiple Ab’O states. It is a strange, yet beautiful world, one I look forward to visiting
many more times.

Next issue: The local publishing bonanza continues, as we look at Rosaleen Love’s Total Devotion Machine
(which finally escaped the warehouses and made it onto the bookshelves in April) and (maybe) Lucy Sussex’s
My Lady Tongue & Other Tales.

[Clive Newall]
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LETTERS:

Last issue, I mentioned the Worldcon Bid for 1995, which Sydney is running. This produced quite a
bxt of response. One letter sums up all the other responses quite succintly, so that is the only letter being
re-printed this issue. If anyone has anything further to add, we will publish it next issue.

Dear LynC,

: | received the latest Thyme and was glad te see you have, at least, reported on the existence
of SYDNEY IN 95. However, | am less than happy with some of your comments. "...naming it after SYDNEY
INS5...", you say. There is a {airly long tradition in Fandom of identifying bids by the city and by the year.
Hence, PERTH IN 83 ( a Natcon bid) would suffer no residual angst because it carries the same baggage as
a similarly named wordcon bid. What do you suggest we call it? Fred? [Could be interesting. I don’t believe
it’s been done before.-Ed]

As for the choice of Darling Harbour - the Sydney Convention Centre - there was no real choice. It is
a world-class facility, capable of handling cons up to 3500 with ease and is ideally suited to one with
1500-2000 attenders. The next largest Con space in the city holds 1000 in its largest room. AUSSIECON 1
showed the problems inherent in even the best hotel con space for a large scale con. [?-Ed] The Hugo
ceremony and the Masquerade will be held in the Con Centre when we win.

Darling Harbour hotels are in fact expensive by most standards, but not particularly by Sydney
standards, and we expect, as more are built, to get a cheaper rate somewhere. However, we are also
investigating other methods of fan accommodation.

| don't see why every Australian fan has to fall into line if we are to win. Many overseas Bids are
heset with some degree of local criticism and | find it quite helpful to have such issues thrashed out. You may
notice that Tipper's subsequent METALUNA (#32) carried letters from both Edwina Harvey and me. John
seems not to have been as vehement this time. (I don’t actually receive METALUNA. The item I quoted last
issue was photocopied for me by someone else. And I agree, discussion is healthy, and critical discussion of
the bid can bear fruit, but not personal criticism of the people involved. I'm giad Tipper has calmed
down.-Ed)

Finally, we are looking for a number of T-shirt designs, none of which has to be dependent on the
logo - just as MELBOURNE iN 85 tram T-shirt had no rampant marsupial on an Arts Centre. [Touché-Ed]

Jack R Herman
Box 272, Wentworth Bldg, University of Sydney, NSW, 2006
[WAHF: Gerald Smith, Bruno Ogorelec, Sheryl Birkhead, and various others} :

e | ]
The Yarn Basket:

CofA’s:
: Michael Hailstore (The Matalan Rave) has taken out a new post office box: P.O. Box 15, World
Trade Centre, Vic, Australia, 3005. There is a phone, but it spends much time out of order. The number, if you
wish to try, is 480 0050.

Lucy Sussex (see below) & Julian Warner (The Space Wastrel) have taken up cat sitting as a hobby.
The cat lives at 10 Manica St, Brunswick, Vic, Aus, 3056, so they’ve moved in with it.

David, Helen and Carla Hodson have moved to Melboume from Adelaide. They have moved into
14 Woburmn St, Heidelberg, Vic, Aus, 3084. The new phone number is (03) 451 257.

: Anne Thompson has taken up residence in a post office box in Caimns, P.O. Box 277, Westcount,

Caims, QLD, Aus, 4870.

Last issue we told you Mark Linneman had moved back to the states. His new address is 925-106
Red Mile Crt, Lexington, KY 40504, U.S.A. Phone is [USA] (606) 254 7534.

Also a word to anyone planning to move in the Melbourne Metropolitan region. We have heaps of
boxes and packing materials. Many of the boxes are ideal for puperbacks, and many are perfect for records.
All we ask is that you take care of them and return those in a svitable condition for the next poor soul.

Hatches:
Kevin & Denise Noonan weicomed a healthy son, Christopher Ross on the 18th April this year.
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Oz Publishing:

As announced elsewhere (see con reports and artached flyers) Aphelion Press have just published
short story collections by both Terry Dowling and George Turner. Aphelion Press are willing to airmail to
anywhere in the world for the price listed as long as the money arrives with the order in Australian dollars.
Discounts are available for more than one book: $24 for the first two, $10 per book extra thereafter.
Australian dollars only. [For those who missed geiting a George Tumer flyer, the book is titled A Pursuit of
Miracles. and retails for A$12.95. It received a good review in the May 1990 issue of Locus, p17.]

Lucy Sussex’ "My Lady Tongue" has been accepted for publication in a US collection The Women_
Who Walk through Fire. edited by Susannah Sturgis, which will be published by Crossings Press. Rosaleen
Love also had a story accepted by had to withdraw because the Women's Press are trying to sell The Total
Devotion Machipe in the US, and there are copyright problems if both come out. Lucy is also due to have a
short story collection published by Heinemann iater this year. Titled My Lady Tongue and Other Tales, it will
not be being published as SF, so look out for it in the mainstream section of your bookstores. It’s the one with
the old lace cover featuring brilliantly scarlet blood dripping from the head.

EIDOLON ("Our Ideal is Excellence") is a small, non-profit publication dedicated to new writing in
SF, Fantasy, and Horror. It's solely funded by the people who produce it. First issue is supposed to include
Terry Dowling, Leigh Edmonds, and Keira McKenzie. Cost is $15 for 4 issues (a year) or $9 for 2. Write to
Eidolon Publications, P.O. Box 225, North Perth, WA, Aus, 6006

The Adelaide Festival Fringe runs a three-day novel competition. Authors are required to produce
their masterwork in three days and sign a legal document swearing to that fact. This year the competition was
won by Jeff Harris and Chris Simmons with Shadowed Magic. The winning novel is published within 4
days of the competition. Cost is $8.95, it is about 30000 words long, and is I gather hard to find. [Doxy]

; Sue Bursztynski has had her first short story "A Fishy Story” published in the April issue of Family
Circle.

O/S Publishing:

Edgewood Press are interested in hearing from any small press organisation (supports only one
person, circulation less than 10,000) publishing fantasy or Science Fiction in 1990. They are publishing The
Best Of the Rest: The Year's Best Small Press Science Fiction and Fantasy. No originals. Editors are: Stephen
Pasechnick and Brian Youmans, P.O. Box 264, Cambridge, MA 02238. U.S.A.

Short Story Competitions & Other competitions:

Canberra Science Fiction Society (Inc) and The Esoteric Order of Dagon (Inc) have announced
their annual short story competition. The competition is for stories in cither SF/F (CSFS) or Horror (EOD) of
up to 10,000 words. The deadline is July 1 each year. This year the prizes are $50 (1st in each category), $25
(2nd in SF/F), $10 (3rd in SF/F). For details write to cither group. P.O. Box 47, Civic Square, ACT, 2608 for
CSFS, or P.O. Box 2061, Canberra, ACT, 2601 for EOD.

The Australian SF Foundation in conjunction with Suncon and Huttcon is sponsoring two literary
competitions. Total prize pool is $300 for each.

: For the Huttcon competition, stories must be no greater then 5000 words, must use only original
characters. Closing date is 30/Sept/90. Typed double-spaced copies to be sent to Short Story Competition c/-
12 Flinders St, Matraville, NSW, 2036.

For the Suncon competition, entries can be poetry, scripts or short stories, and should be original to
the author and not adapted from another author’s creation. Closing date is 15/Jan/91. Entry fee is $2. 3 typed
double spaced copies must be sent to Short Story Competition, P.O. Box 437, Camberwell, Vic, 3124.

For full details of either, write to the respective addresses.

The Australian Science Fiction Foundation have also announced a competition for a lasting design
for the Australian SF (Ditmar) Award. There will be a cash prize of $200. Entries will accepted up to
31/Jan/91, and the winner will be announced at Suncon, the 30th Australian National SF Convention. Send
detailed drawings and an artist’s impression to P.O. Box 428, Richmond, Vic, 3121.

Full details of all the Foundation competitions should be mentioned in their newsletter The
Instrumentality.
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Clbbs:

The Blue Mountains Scierce Fiction group have celebrated their Ist anniversary. This group gets
together on the first friday of every month, and numbers (informally) between 15 and 20 people. If interested

contact Julie Hawkins (047) 824 331.

Worldcon Bids:

With the latest PR from CONFICTION (The worldcon to be held in Holland this year) comes news of
both the official bids for the 1993 Worldcon and a write-in bid. The official Bids arc Phoenix, San
Francisco, and Zagreb. The write-in is Hawaii. [At the time of going to press last issue, Thyme only knew of
Zagreb and Hawaii - which news carme to us from Bruno Ogorelec who was hoping to get te Australia for our

Natcon, but couldn’t make it.]

Several bids have made themselves public for 1994. Perth of course has withdrawn but there are
plenty of other contenders. They are Winnipeg (Canada), Nashville (Tennessee), Milwaukee (Wisconsin),
and Berlin. [I'm not sure of the seriousness of the latter two.]

And of course there is our own bid for 1995, Sydney. To support this bid, write to P.O. Box 429,
Sydney, NSW, Aus, 2001. $10 Pre-supporting, $5 for Sinchronicity. the quarterly bid magazine.

Events:

On Thursday June 21, Starwaiking Inc and Huttcon are bringing you the first night screening of
DICK TRACY, at the City Village Cinema Compicx, commercing at 7:00 pm. Cost is $8.50 per Adult, $5.50

concession. Bookings close June 15.

Write to Starwalking, P.O. Box 118, SPRINGVALE, VIC, 3171.

Marion Zimmer Bradley has been critically ill. Last heard she was off the ventilator, but still in hospital. She
suffered a heart attack, which caused her lungs to fill with fluid (?), and had to be placed on life support
machinery. She is now capable of breathing independently, and reading. Letters and cards can be sent to her
c¢/- Other Realms, 35111-F Newark Blvd, Suite 255, Newark, CA 94560. [Chuq Von Rospach]

New Thyme Agent:

Lyn McConchie has, due to other commitments, chief amongst them her illness, and farm, had to
resign as Thyme's ageni. While we are sorry she feels that way, we are delighted to announce that Linnette
Horne has agreed to replace her. Linnette’s address is C.P.O. Box 2836, Wellington, New Zealand. The way
our agents work, is that the potential subscriber pays the agent, who then lets us know to include an extra issue

in our next bulk mailing to that country.

! |
. weaet  The THYME Convention Update  ****
SYNCON 90: CONCUBINE '90:
Dates:  6-8th July (Not the Queen’s Birthday!) Dates:  Sih - 8th October 1990
Venue: Hawkesbury AG Cellege, Richmond, NSW Venue: Somewhere at Adelaide University
Rates: Residentiai $130, Day membership $30 (2 days) Rates: 330 Atending, $15 supporting

FGOH: Ron & Sue Clarke
Mail: G.P.O. Box 429, Sydney, NSW, Aus, 2001

CONFICTION:the 48th World Science Fiction Convention

Dates:  23rd - 27th August, 1990

Rates:  $120 ull 15 July 1990. $35 Supporting. $20 Child.
GOH: = Joe Haldeman, Wolfgang Jeschke, Harry Harrison
Venue: The Netherlands Congress Centre, The Hague.
Mail:  Worldcon 1990, P.O. Eox 95370 - 2509 CJ The

Hague, Holland

OZ Agent::J Ackroyd.GPO Box 2708X ,Melboume, 3001
[PR#S5 is now available. It contains the Hugo and Site
Selection voting forms, which close in July. This is the
FIRST time that these items have arrived in Australia in
time to utilise them.-Ed] '
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Mail: A Jenkins,82 Highland Dr Bellevue Hts,SA 5000
[This is billed as the first Adelaide Convention in three
years, and an event no grcen, bug-eyed monster would

dare miss. It is brought 1o you by Adelaide’s equivalent of

the new wave. Should be fun.]

HUTTCON '90: (The 1990 Media NatCon)

Dates: 23-25 November 1990

Venue: The Diplomat Hotel, 12 Acland St, ST KILDA.
Rates: 355 to 30/June/90, then $60. Supporting $25
GOH: Simon Jones (aka Arthur Dent).

Mail: Edwina Harvey, 12 Flinders St, Matraville,
NSW. 2036

All details correct'to best of our knowledge, no room for
more coventions 0 be listed thig iysue



MEDTREK IV

-- A S.F. Media Convention --

Date — 4th - 7th October, 1991.

Venue -- University of Western Sydney, Richmond, N.S.W.
(Hawkesbury Agricultural College)

Guest of Honour -- David Prowse (Darth Vader from STAR WARS)

Fan Guest of Honour — Msrianne Plumridge (fan artist, writer, etc).
Official Charity -- Childrens Hospital. Camperdown, Sydney

Mascot -- Boomer. the Martian Koala
(Representative of the Sydney in ‘91 Woridcon Bid at NOLACON in 1988)

Featuring -

Latex Modelling Demonstration with Peter Lupinski & Gary Armstrong,
Model-Making with fan ‘Ace’ Auhl. Make-Up Workshop,
Costuming Workshop,  Writers Workshop,

Role-Playing Games Demonstration and Instruction,

And much, much more of the usual Convention Activities ...

Cost — 320.00 Supporting Membership
(convertable to full-membership as $25.00 - $5.00 discount)
2 $75.00 until 1st August, 1991
- it $85.00 at the door.

Yes, you can pay it off !!

For All Information Please Contact -
Treasurer : Mavis Smith ( Phone - (043) 42 3947 )
28 Trafalgar Ave. Woy Woy, NSW, 2256
- or LY
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